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NEW WADE HAMPTON CORRIDOR SHOPPERS SURVEY COMPLETED

The Greer Development Corporation (GDC) is pleased to announce the completion of the 2005 Wade
Hampton Corridor Shoppers Survey. Wade Hampton Boulevard has been recognized as one of the
main commercial growth corridors in the City of Greer. With approximately 33,000 vehicles a day
traveling along this main thoroughfare and the addition of new retail centers, dining locations, and
service operations, Wade Hampton Boulevard is recognized as an economic engine for the Greer
community. Over the past couple of years this commercial corridor has experienced dramatic changes
that have included the addition of new businesses, redevelopment of property, and new utility
infrastructure and roadway improvements. In order to continue the quality economic development
along Wade Hampton Boulevard, GDC analyzed the characteristics and activities of shoppers who
frequent this major growth corridor.

During November 2004 and January 2005 GDC conducted a total of 76 surveys at the Dill Creek Plaza
and Collins Corner Shopping Center. Results from the two full days of surveying demonstrated the
following aspects to shopper activities and perspectives along Wade Hampton Boulevard:

e The majority of shoppers surveyed frequent Wade Hampton Boulevard to shop, dine, or conduct
their banking business.

e Forty-Five percent (45%) of the surveyed shoppers visit Wade Hampton Boulevard more than once
a week.

e The primary reason shoppers choose to shop along Wade Hampton Boulevard is due to the
convenience factor followed by the quality of the stores and good prices.

e The lack of stores, products and variety (49%) was the main reason cited for not shopping more
often along the Wade Hampton Boulevard.

e Wade Hampton Boulevard ranked high by respondents on convenient parking, feeling of safety,
and quality of retail.

e Wade Hampton Boulevard ranked low on variety of restaurants, upkeep of buildings / parking lots
and variety of retail.

e When asked what types of new businesses they would be most likely to patronize along Wade
Hampton Boulevard in Greer, respondents suggested restaurants (86%), Movie Theater (62%),
bookstores (54%), music / entertainment / appliance store (47%), Outdoor / Adventure Store
(46%), and toy store (42%).

e The majority of shoppers surveyed were strongly or moderately supportive of the community’s
efforts to attract businesses, investment, shoppers and events to the Wade Hampton Boulevard.

e The majority of the shoppers surveyed live in the 29651 zip code (41%) followed by the 29687 zip
code (17%).

e The majority of respondents indicated that they spend on average between $26 to $100 per visit
when shopping along Wade Hampton Boulevard.
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e Ages of the shoppers surveyed along the Wade Hampton Boulevard varied. Twenty-nine percent
(29%) of the shoppers were between the ages of 36-45, twenty-five percent (25%) were 26-35,
sixteen percent (16%) were 46-55, thirteen percent (13%) were over the age of 65, twelve percent
(12%) were 56-65, four percent (4%) were 18-25 , and one percent (1%) were under the age of 18.

“Having this information assists GDC in accomplishing its objective of proactively marketing the area
and engaging developers and businesses along Wade Hampton Boulevard,” said Richard K. Blackwell,
Commercial Development Director for GDC. “The trade area for Wade Hampton Boulevard has
strong potential for success. Taking this new information along with the data highlighting over 125
new subdivisions planned or under construction, we are able to demonstrate that Greer has one of the
most attractive markets in the Upstate area for new commercial development. We feel this corridor
offers a win-win for everyone.”

“Wade Hampton Boulevard is an asset for Greer and Greenville and Spartanburg Counties,”
commented Jerry Balding, Chairman of GDC. “Changes along this thoroughfare are occurring on a
monthly basis and plans by the City of Greer for new landscape enhancements will make this area
more attractive to the variety of new potential businesses and consumers shopping along Wade
Hampton Boulevard. GDC and all the other partners involved in transforming Wade Hampton
Boulevard will use this information in our targeted efforts for community revitalization and continued
economic development.”

For more information on the Wade Hampton Boulevard area or to receive copies of the 2005 Wade
Hampton Corridor Shoppers Survey please contact Richard Blackwell at (864) 849-0013 or by email
at rblackwell@greerdevelopment.com. You may also view this report on the GDC Web site at
www.greerdevelopment.com.

The Greer Development Corporation is a non-profit organization established to promote and enhance economic growth
and development in the Greer community. GDC is a 501¢(4) public-private partnership focused on business recruitment
and retention activities, targeted marketing, and product development.



